
School Board Minutes Page 1 of 5 April 20, 2010    

 
 

 
GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 20, 2010 
 

The meeting of the Glendale-River Hills Board of Education was called to order by 
President Bob Roska at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 20, 2010, in the Glen Hills Board 
Room.  Others present: Jean Pereles-Strouse, Vice President; Theresa Seem, Treasurer; 
Bryan Kennedy, Clerk; Andrew Franklin, Assistant Clerk; and Larry Smalley, District 
Administrator.  
 
Mrs. Pereles-Strouse moved, seconded by Mrs. Seem, resulting in the following roll call 
vote: Mrs. Seem – Aye, Mrs. Pereles-Strouse – Aye, Mr. Roska – Aye, Mr. Kennedy – 
Aye, and Mr. Franklin – Aye, to convene in Executive Session as permitted by State 
Statute 19.85 (1) (e), specifically to discuss teacher contract negotiations. 
 
The meeting reconvened in Open Session in the Glen Hills Board Room at 7:41 p.m. 
 
Others in attendance: Mr. Jim Kennedy, Business Administrator; Ms. Sue Doyle, 
Director of Pupil Services; Ms. Heidi Erstad, Director of Curriculum and Instruction; Dr. 
Haydee Smith, Glen Hills Principal; Mr. Jim Beckmann, Director of Operations; staff 
members and community members. 

 Call to Order (1)  
 Roll Call (2) 
 
 
 
 
 Recess into  
 Executive Session  
 (3) 
 
 
 Reconvene in  
 Open Session (4) 
 
 
 
  

 
Mr. Roska requested that all stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mr. Roska asked for consent approval of the Agenda, Minutes and Financial Reports.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, seconded by Mr. Franklin, to approve the Agenda, the 
Minutes of the 3-15-10 Regular Board meeting, the 3-4-10 Communications Committee 
meeting, and the 3-9-10 and 3-30-10 Finance/Personnel Committee meetings, the 
Treasurer’s Report for the month ending 3-31-10, and Accounts Payable for the month 
ending 3-31-10, as submitted.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 Pledge of  
 Allegiance (5) 
 
 Consent Motion  
 for Approval of  
 Items 7, 8 & 9 (6) 

 
Mr. Roska read the District mission statement and each Board member read a District 
belief statement.   
 

  
 District Mission  
 and Beliefs (10) 
 

 
Mrs. Doyle gave an update of District Goal 2.A.1 – establish, implement and reevaluate 
tier two and three reading intervention options and progress monitoring.  Ms. Doyle 
shared the Literacy Assessment schedule and the Student Services Team Meeting 
Request Form that have been created by the Literacy Team.  The Student Services Team 
form will help to identify students about whom teachers have academic, behavioral or 
other concerns.  This is a first step in determining the need for intervention strategies for 
individual students. Mrs. Doyle stated the goal for next year will be centered on 
identifying and programming for students who perform above expectations. 
 
Ms. Ann Gurneau gave a report on Goal 3.B.1 – involve parent representatives on each 
district action team. Ms. Gurneau stated that the four action teams are an offshoot of the 
PTO’s Parent Advisory Council.  The teams have been meeting regularly during the  

 
  Reports: (11A) 
    Goal 2 – 2.B.1 
 
  
 
 
 
 
    
  Goal 3 - 3.B.1    
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school year.  The parents involved believe the action teams have been an effective way of 
getting staff and parents together, and have been a great way of keeping communication 
open.  Ms. Gurneau stated parents would like to see this opportunity to participate 
continue next year. 
 
Mr. Beckmann presented a three-year capital budget, as stated in Goal 5 – 5.B.1.  Mr. 
Beckmann noted that the District has completed over 75% of the projects listed in the 
Hoffman Facilities Study that was submitted approximately five years ago.  Mr. 
Beckmann briefly explained the total cost of the repairs/improvements for each of the 
three buildings over the next three years.  Mr. Beckmann noted that the projects listed for 
2010-11 and 2011-12 may change but not as significantly as for 2012-13. 
 
Mr. Roska read a letter he received from the Wisconsin School Safety Coordinators 
Association informing him that Mr. Beckmann is one of the first 11 men and women to 
complete the WSSCA’s challenging School Safety Coordinator Certification Course.  
The entire certification program took two years to complete.  The Board members 
congratulated Mr. Beckmann for this accomplishment. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 Goal 5 - 5.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 
Mr. Smalley stated that there were no requested changes to these policies subsequent to 
the first reading. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, seconded by Mrs. Seem, that the Board approve the 
second reading of modifications to Policies JICJ – Communication and Other Disruptive 
Devices, JEA – Compulsory Attendance Ages, and IHBEA-AR – Procedures for Testing 
Limited English Proficient Students, as submitted.  The motion carried by a unanimous 
vote of 5-0. 
 

  
  
 2nd Reading of  
 Modifications to  
 Policies JICJ, JEA  
 and IHBEA-AR  
 (12A) 

 
Mr. Smalley stated that he received letters of resignation from Mr. John Quinn and Mr. 
Rob Kuhnen, both teachers at Glen Hills Middle School, to be effective at the end of the 
current school year.   
 
It was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse, that the Board accept the 
resignation of Mr. John Quinn, effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year, and wish 
him well in his future endeavors.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse, that the Board accept the 
resignation of Mr. Rob Kuhnen, effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year, and wish 
him well in his future endeavors.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 
 Teacher  
 Resignations (13A) 

 
 
Mr. Smalley advised the Board that he received a letter from Ms. Jeanne Bennett, 4th 
grade teacher, advising him of her intention to resign her position and retire under Article 
6 of the 2007-09 collective bargaining agreement, effective at the end of the current 
school year.  Ms. Bennett has given 25 years of service to the District.  
 
It was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mr. Kennedy, that the Board accept the letter 
of resignation from Ms. Jeanne Bennett and approve her retirement under the provisions 
of Article 6 of the 2007-09 collective bargaining agreement, effective at the end of the 
current school year, and wish her well in her future endeavors. The motion carried by a 
unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 
 
 Request for  
 Retirement (13B) 
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Mr. Smalley stated that the preliminary notices of layoff were authorized by the Board at 
their March 15 meeting and have been issued to the identified staff members.  As the 
2010-11 budget has not been finalized, it is necessary at this time to issue final notices of 
layoff. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mr. Franklin, that the Board authorize the 
administration to issue final notices of layoff, for the 2010-11 school year, to the 
identified staff members.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 

 
 Final Notices of  
 Layoff (13C) 

 
 
Mr. Smalley stated that the 2010-11 District calendar is being submitted for the Board’s 
approval.  The calendar is built on 180 student days with a trimester configuration.  Mr. 
Smalley noted that there will be eight late-start days during the 2010-11 school year. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, seconded by Mrs. Seem, that the Board approve the 
2010-11 District calendar as submitted.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 
 
Mr. Roska informed those present of the history of and reasons for late-start days.  Mr. 
Kennedy was pleased to see that there are 24 five-day weeks for students, an increase 
over 19 five-day weeks in 2009-10.  Mrs. Pereles-Strouse stated that she was not pleased 
that spring break is so late in 2010-11 and suggested that the feeder districts and Nicolet 
work on a common calendar with a set week for spring break.  Mr. Franklin questioned 
why there are fewer days in the first trimester. Mr. Smalley responded, to end the 
trimester at Thanksgiving break.  Ms. Seem suggested that spring break be taken the 
week before Easter when it falls in April.  

 
 
 2010-11 District  
 Calendar (13 D) 

 
 
Mr. Smalley stated that Mr. Roska and Mrs. Pereles-Strouse were re-elected to a three-
year term on the Board which will expire in April, 2013. 
 
 
Mr. Smalley announced that the District received 232 applications for the 21 new Open 
Enrollment seats we have available for the 2010-11 school year.  We had 45 residents 
apply to attend other districts - 16 of the 45 currently attend our schools.  Eight of the 16 
attending our schools were offered seats by other districts.   
 
 
Mr. Roska stated that the Board and Administration continue to discuss the various 
options to produce a balanced budget for the 2010-11 school year.  Mr. Roska stated that it 
has been decided to put all items from the initial list of proposed cuts back on the table.  
The plan is to have a budget presented at the May regular School Board meeting, with 
preliminary approval at the June meeting.   
 
 
Mr. Smalley noted the Board Committee Preference sheet in the Board packet and asked 
that the Board members fill in the sheet and give it to Mary Dressel.  The sheets will be 
given to the newly elected Board president at the May meeting to be used in determining 
Board Committee assignments. 
 
 
Mr. Smalley announced several new shared services opportunities for the District.  The 
Director of Pupil Services will now be a shared position between the Glendale and Maple  

 Information and  
 Board Member  
 Items (14): 
 Election Results  
 (A) 
 
Open Enrollment 
Update (B) 
 
 
 
 Budget Update  
 (C) 
 
 
 
 
 
 Board Committee  
 Preference Sheet  
 (14D) 
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Dale districts.  We will be sharing a Math teacher with Nicolet High School next school 
year.  Finally, the Brown Deer School District may be joining the Nicolet Area 
transportation consortium beginning with the 2010-11 school year.  Shared services  
continue to provide cost savings for all districts involved. 
 
Mr. Roska noted that in the past Nicolet and the three feeder districts were completely 
separate entities and conducted business as such.  These new shared services opportunities 
are examples of how sharing services is almost commonplace now. 
 
 
Mr. Roska opened the floor to visitor participation.  Ms. Ann Markuson, 252 Mt. Royal 
Rd., complimented the special education program and suggested that the District work on 
improving the gifted and talented program.  Mrs. Seem asked Dr. Smith for an update on 
the 2010 Summer Academy, to which Dr. Smith replied that there are approximately 200 
signed up for the Monday-Thursday program and 76 for the Friday program.  Mr. 
Beckmann reminded those in attendance that Project Fashion will take place on May 7. He 
noted that the invitations were designed by the students and were mailed last week.  Ms. 
Bonnie Barr, 1st grade teacher at Parkway, encouraged the Board to keep a 1.0 F.T.E. 
guidance position at Parkway.  

 Visitor  
 Participation (15) 

 
 
It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, seconded by Mrs. Seem, to reconvene into Executive 
Session to complete executive session business. 
 

 
 Reconvene into  
 Executive Session  
 (17) 

 
There being no further business to be conducted at the April 20, 2010 regular meeting of 
the Glendale-River Hills School Board, it was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mr. 
Franklin, to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 
5-0. 
 
 

  
 Adjourn (18)  

 

 
GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 20, 2010 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

It was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mr. Kennedy, resulting in the following roll call 
vote: Mrs. Seem – Aye, Mrs. Pereles-Strouse – Aye, Mr. Roska – Aye, Mr. Kennedy – 
Aye, and Mr. Franklin – Aye, to convene in Executive Session in the Board Room as 
permitted by State Statute 19.85 (1)(e) specifically to discuss teacher contract 
negotiations. 
 

 Executive Session  
 (3) 
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Additional attendees:  District Administrator Larry Smalley. 
 
The Board and Mr. Smalley discussed the status of teacher contract negotiations and 
discussed future negotiations. 
 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse, seconded by Mrs. Seem, to reconvene in Open 
Session.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0.  
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 Reconvene in Open  
 Session (4) 

It was moved by Mr. Kennedy, seconded by Mrs. Seem, to reconvene in executive session 
to finish executive session business.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 5-0. 
 
The Board continued their discussion of teacher contract negotiations. 
 
 

 Reconvene in  
 Executive Session (17) 

There being no further business to be conducted at the April 20, 2010 regular meeting of 
the Glendale-River Hills School Board, it was moved by Mrs. Seem, seconded by Mr. 
Franklin, to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  The motion carried by a unanimous vote of 
5-0. 
 
 

 Adjourn (18) 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Mary Dressel      Bryan Kennedy 
School Board Secretary     School Board Clerk    
 
 
 
 


